In the early days of my practice I had a female child brought to me with an enlargement in the left iliac fossa. I pronounced it to be a tumour, from its slow growth, its hard nodular condition, its only slight mobility, and from the entire history. I could not satisfy myself as to its nature, and asked one of my seniors in the profession to see the girl along with me. He thought also that it was a growing tumour; but he would not commit himself to a determinate diagnosis at this, his first, visit, and we agreed to watch the case together. The bowels, we had been assured, had been freely moved every day. Before our next visit the child had been sent away; and I learned that the enlargement had soon been reduced by means of aperients and enemata. 
